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The international comparative study on Youth Employment Programs
-The experiences in developed countries and their suggestions to youth employability development
in Japan-
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One of the most important change in the Japanese labor market since the 1990s is the
advent of the dualism in the labor market. Compared to regular workers, non-regular workers
are increasing. Non-regular workers faces low income, limited career prospects, fewer skill
development opportunities. In particular the situation of youth labor market has radically
changed. So many young people cannot get full-time and regular jobs and have to work as
non-regular workers (temporary workers, part-time workers and temporary work agency
workers) . As a result of the recession, youth employment rate are rising and the government
of Japan began to tackle youth unemployment.

The programs, which Japanese government have implemented, are as follows. Youth Trial
Employment, Japanese Dual System, Job Cafe, independence Camp for Youth, Local support
station for youth, Career Education at all levels of schools and so on. Of these measures the
programs concerning educational training are not enough for the development of employability.

International experiences show some important notices about measures on youth employment.
The first point is that early action is particularly important for young people. EU calls for
offers of assistance to be made in 6 months after unemployment or graduation. The second
point is the importance of school education before employment. Less educated youths seem
to face more severe difficulties. In particular school drop-outs have fewer chances of stable
jobs. The third point is the preparation of various and substantial trainings courses for young
people. Many countries now pay attention to apprenticeship and its effectiveness for the
development of youth employability. The fourth point is the good targeting of the programs.
Especially early school leavers and disadvantage youth group must be noticed. The last point
1s that the programs must be comprehensive. They must include the employment policy and
social policy and school policy and so on.

In Japan, training has been for a long time regarded as the firm's responsibility and
publicly provided vocational training programs are limited. So many youths have few chances
to be trained. The most urgent and necessary measures for the development of youth
employability in Japan are vocational public trainings programs for non-regular young

workers.
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